
WHAT HAPPENS IF YOUR BABY HAS SIGNS OF HEARING LOSS? 
In Ohio, all babies are screened for hearing loss when they are born, and a 
baby who has a confirmed diagnosis of hearing loss is automatically eligible for 
Early Intervention.

Early Intervention works with families with children birth to age 3 who have 
hearing loss so they have the best possible start in life. Hearing loss can affect 
a child’s ability to develop speech, language, and social skills.

Early Intervention professionals, including specialized hearing service providers, 
support your family to identify strengths and needs and address concerns as 
early as possible, with services where you live, play, and spend your day.

WHAT SHOULD YOU DO NEXT?
The earlier a child with hearing loss starts getting services, the more likely the 
child’s speech, language, and social skills will reach their full potential. If your 
baby has been diagnosed with hearing loss, you or your healthcare provider 
can refer to Early Intervention right away. The process is simple.
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CONCERNED 
About Hearing Loss?

ACT EARLY AND REFER TO OHIO EARLY INTERVENTION



TO MAKE A REFERRAL
Contact 1-800-755-GROW or visit www.OhioEarlyIntervention.org.

HOW EARLY INTERVENTION CAN HELP 
Early Intervention can support families with children with hearing loss by:

• Helping you and your child learn to communicate;

• Helping your family provide the best learning environment for the baby 
that fits in with your family’s daily routines and activities;

• Identifying resources and options to help address your child’s  
hearing needs, such as a hearing aid or assistive technology to 
support development;

• Supporting your family through the challenges many babies  
born with hearing loss have with feeding, learning, sleeping, and 
playing with others;

• Building your skills to support your child’s physical development and 
social/emotional interactions;

• Helping you find pre-K or other services and be an advocate when 
your child transitions out of Early Intervention; and

• Connecting with other parents with children experiencing hearing loss.

REMEMBER, ACT EARLY 
to make sure your child has the best possible start in life. 

Ohio Early Intervention is part of the Help Me Grow system  
of supports (www.HelpMeGrow.org).

How Early Intervention Can Help 
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